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ENGROSSED SENATE BI LL 6741

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By Senators Stevens, Hargrove, Carrell, Brandland and Rasnmussen

Read first tine 01/ 20/ 2006. Referred to Commttee on Human Services
& Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to the joint task force on the adm nistration and
delivery of services to children and famlies; anmending 2005 c 474 s 1
(uncodi fied); anending 2005 ¢ 474 s 2 (uncodified); anending 2005 c 474
s 3 (uncodified); and providing expiration dates.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. 2005 c 474 s 1 (uncodified) is anended to read as foll ows:

(1) Ajoint task force is created to determ ne the nost appropriate
and effective admnistrative structure for delivery of social and
health services to the children and famlies of the state. The joint
task force shall study how best to ensure that an admnistrative
structure has defined lines of responsibility for delivering services
to children and famlies in need and the best neans for the public to
hol d governnment accountable for delivery of those services. The joint
task force shall conpare the effectiveness of: | ncl udi ng social and
health services to children and famlies within an unbrella agency,
such as the current departnent of social and health services;
establishing a separate agency for social and health services to
children and famlies whose admnistrator reports directly to the
governor; or creating a children and famly services cabinet reporting
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directly to the governor. The joint task force shall, as part of the
conparison, exam ne the admnistrative structures used in other states
to deliver social and health services to children and fam i es.

(2) This section expires July 1, 2007.

Sec. 2. 2005 c 474 s 2 (uncodified) is anended to read as foll ows:

(1) Menbership of the joint task force shall consist of the
fol | ow ng:

(a) The dean of the school of social work at the University of
Washi ngton or an academ c professor from a list reconmended by the
dean, jointly appointed by the chairs of the house of representatives
children and famly services conmttee and the senate human services
and corrections conmttee;

(b) Two nmenbers of the house of representatives appointed by the
speaker of the house of representatives, one of whom shall be a nenber
of the mmpjority caucus and one of whom shall be a nenber of the
mnority caucus, and two nenbers of the senate appointed by the
presi dent of the senate, one of whomshall be a nenber of the majority
caucus and one of whom shall be a nenber of the mnority caucus;

(c) The secretary of the departnment of social and health services
or the secretary's designee;

(d) An individual with previous experience as an adm ni strator of
a public agency providing services to children and famlies, jointly
appoi nted by the chairs of the house of representatives children and
famly services commttee and the senate human services and corrections
comm ttee;

(e) Ajuvenile court admnistrator, jointly appointed by the chairs
of the house of representatives children and famly services conmttee
and the senate human services and corrections committee;

(f) Afamly superior court judge, jointly appointed by the chairs
of the house of representatives children and famly services conmttee
and the senate human services and corrections committee;

(g) The director of the office of the famly and children's
onbudsman,;

(h) A social worker with experience in the public sector serving
children and famlies, jointly appointed by the chairs of the house of
representatives children and famly services coomittee and the senate
human servi ces and corrections comittee; ((and))
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(1) Two representatives of comunity-based providers serving
children and famlies, jointly appointed by the chairs of the house of
representatives children and famly services coomittee and the senate
human services and corrections commttee;

(J) A representative from the office of the superintendent of
public instruction;

(k) Arepresentative fromthe office of public defender.

(2) The dean of the school of social work at the University of
Washi ngton or the academ c professor appointed froma |list recommended
by the dean shall be the chair of the joint task force.

(3) Staff support for the joint task force shall be provided by the
house of representatives office of program research and senate
commttee services and may include consultant services. At least a
one-half full-time equivalent position shall be devoted to the task
force.

(4) Legislative nenbers of the joint task force shall be reinbursed
for travel expenses in accordance with RCW44.04.120. Nonl egislative
menbers, except those representing an enployer or organization, are
entitled to be reinbursed for travel expenses in accordance wth RCW
43. 03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

(5) This section expires July 1, 2007.

Sec. 3. 2005 c 474 s 3 (uncodified) is anended to read as foll ows:

(1) The joint task force shall make recomendations concerning
which admnistrative structure or structures would best realize
efficiencies in adm nistration and best achi eve positive outcones for
children and famlies, including, but not limted to, the follow ng:

(a) Reducing the nunber of children at risk for abuse or neglect
and increasing the safety and wel | -being of children;

(b) Increasing the ability of famlies to care for their own
children and reducing the nunber of children in foster care;

(c) Increasing placenent stability and permanency for children in
out - of -honme care and reduci ng unsafe and i nappropriate pl acenents;

(d) Delivering appropriate and tinmely nental health services;

(e) Providing adequate and appropriate staff training and
educati on;

(f) Pronoting foster parent recruitnment, training, and retention;

(g) Reducing the frequency and duration of sibling separation;
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(h) Delivering adequate and tinely services to adol escents; and

(i) Increasing responsibility and accountability for achieving
goal s.

(2) The joint task force shall also nake reconmendati ons concerni ng
the costs, benefits, savings, or reductions in services associated with
the various admnistrative structures considered by the joint task
force.

(3) The joint task force shall report its recomendations to the
governor and appropriate commttees of the |legislature by Decenber 1
2006.

(4) This section expires July 1, 2007.

~-- END ---
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